FRAGMENTARY   NOTES   OF   TENNYSON'S   TALK
Odyssey is by Professor Palmer of Cambridge University, America. Since Matthew Arnold's lectures on Homer, a new translation has appeared annually in that country. It would take me ten years to translate the Iliad into Bible English." He liked Worsley's translation of the Odyssey.                     _________
44 The purest English is talked in South Lincolnshire. The dialect begins at Spilsby in Mid-Lincolnshire, and that is the dialect of my Lincolnshire poems."
He was fond of telling Lincolnshire stories. T. " An old farmer, at the time when railways were beginning, receiving a visit from the parson, moved uneasily in his bed, crying out, ' What with faath, and what with real bad harvests, and what with them graat, horrid steam-kettles, and what with the soon goin' raound the earth, and the earth goin' raound the soon, as soom saay she do, I am clean maazed an' the sooner I gits out of this 'ere world, the better;' and he turned his face to the wall and died."
I close my chapter of fragments and echoes still abiding with me ; men privileged as I was can hear the voice and hate a gramophone. My aim has been to show the everyday life, the plain unvarnished words which were the daily change with the first man of his age and a rank-and-file acquaintance just able, and no more, to appreciate such kindness.
Haec olim meminisse iuvabit.